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that full atonement for the outrages had already been
secured, and that they must now pass to the second
item on the programme, namely the new regime for
Syria. The French urged that the Lebanon should be
constituted a separate province under a Maronite
Christian and therefore indirectly under French pro-
tection. Lord Dufferin contended that the sovereignty
of the Sultan should be emphasised, that the whole
province of Syria should be placed under a Viceroy
nominated by the Sublime Porte, and that the Lebanon
should be administered separately by a Pasha sub-
ordinate to the Viceroy. It may be doubted whether
he ever supposed that this extreme solution would be
accepted by the French, or even by the British, Govern-
ment. The Sultan (to whom a viceroyalty suggested
Ibrahim Pasha and the loss of Egypt) would not hear
of allowing so vast an Arab province to slip from his
immediate control. Yet the proposal had its merits,
if only because its subsequent abandonment obliged
the French to mitigate their own proposal. A com-
promise was thereby effected whereby the Lebanon
should be placed under a special regime and ruled by
a Governor appointed by the Sultan who, although a
Christian, should not be a native of the district. This
compromise, strange to relate, worked admirably until
the outbreak of the European War.

Lord Dufferin's third task was to induce the Emperor
Napoleon and General Beaufort to withdraw their
troops. He was not unaware of the difficulty of securing
such evacuation. On the one hand French opinion
would be humiliated were this expeditionary force to
return to Marseilles without ever having unsheathed
its sword. On the other hand there was the danger